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Wight House Denied on

Split Vote

By Cathy Tyson

n a vote of three in favor of

denial, one abstention, and
one in favor of approval, the con-
troversial Wight home on a 13-acre
parcel at the end of Monticello
Road was officially denied. This
may not be the last word, however.
Attorney David Bowie may sue the
city on behalf of his clients, Steven
and Linda Wight.

Bowie explained that, in his
opinion, there’s no difference in
terms of impact depending on the
size of the home. The process of
creating a buildable lot on this site
requires infrastructure, road con-
struction and more, which are
needed regardless of house size,
whether it's 3,000 square feet or
10,000. “In essence, this is nothing
more than a single family residence
that isn’t even that large by
Lafayette standards,” argued
Bowie.

This decision was seven years
in the making. At the April 13
Lafayette City Council meeting,
both an approval and a denial were
prepared, just in case, depending on
the decision of the five city council
members. Three of the five tipped
the scales to deny the project:
Mayor Brandt Andersson and city
council members Traci Reilly and
Mark Mitchell all voted no.

Mitchell was clear, comment-
ing, “If we can’t make all the find-
ings, we have to vote for denial. In
my reading of the Ordinance, I can-
not make the findings.” Reilly did
her homework, going point by
point over specific concerns on a
number of issues.

In an unusual move, Council
Member Don Tatzin abstained from
making a decision, explaining he
was concerned about the lack of
clarity and sufficiency of the con-
struction management plan. He
had concluded weeks ago that the
city would be sued, regardless of
what the council does.

Spelling out Phase I and Phase
II requirements, the mayor pon-
dered, “Is it too much?” The build-
ing application describes a
10,000-square-foot home on a
ridge, and the findings require a
small footprint. He also questioned
whether the project was in the best
interest of the public’s health,
safety and general welfare summa-
rizing that “building large homes
on ridgelines is an anathema to the
city’s policies and the public’s sen-
sitivity to those ridgelines. I really
find it impossible to make the find-
ings without dishonoring the plans
and expectations of two genera-
tions of citizens of this city.”

Lafayette’s Environmental
Excellence Awards Announced

he following winners of the

Lafayette Awards of Envi-
ronmental Excellence, more com-
monly known as the Lafayette
Green Awards, are being recog-
nized for their outstanding efforts
that contribute to a more sustain-
able community and help the city
achieve its environmental goals.
Awards were chosen across five
different categories: residents, local
businesses, schools, community or-
ganizations and green building.

The 2014 winners include:

* Residents — Bart Carr, "Papa"
John Kiefer and Steve Richard

* Local Businesses — Lafayette Car
Wash and Metro Lafayette

* Schools — Global Student
Embassy, Janet Kaidantzis and
Brian Mangold

* Community Organization —
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

* Green Building — Ed and Carolyn
Milovic residence

The winners will be formally an-
nounced at the Lafayette Earth Day
Festival at noon Sunday, April 26 at
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center Amphitheater. Additionally,
Vice Mayor Traci Reilly will present
the awards to the recipients at the city
council meeting at approximately 7
p.m. Monday, April 27 at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter Community Hall. For more infor-
mation about the Green Awards, visit
www.lovelafayette.org/GreenAwards.

Bleak Outlook for
Lafayette’s Baseball Fields

... continued from page A1

With the possibility of dead
fields this summer, the question be-
comes what to do next year? There
have been some preliminary discus-
sions between the city and Lafayette
Little League about installing artifi-
cial turf, but the situation is unclear
at this point.

“I would really like to see gray
water used,” said Parks, Trails and
Recreation Director Jennifer Russell
about recycled water. She ex-
plained that the city would have to
install a complete set of pipes to
transport that water and, unfortu-
nately, that’s not an option. Having
a fleet of tanker trucks driving from
the Central Contra Costa Sanitary
facility in Martinez to water all of
the grass at baseball fields is also not
a viable solution, explained Moran;
however there are certain small
areas downtown that are not hooked
up to irrigation. Expect to see recy-
cled water used there.

It is possible that Mother Nature
delivers a cooler summer, which
would help the situation, according
to Russell. Even if the Bermuda
grass is brown on top, the roots can
remain alive. Aside from the irri-
gated five acres of baseball field at
the Community Park, the balance of
the park is planted with California
native vegetation that only gets wa-
tered via clouds.

The city is trying a variety of ap-
proaches to address EBMUD’s
mandatory 25 percent cutbacks.
Moran reports they will diligently
be reading water meters to detect
underground leaks, and repair

where needed. The healthy green
landscaping installed just last year
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard medians
have hopefully become established,
and the city will continue to modify
irrigation to drip from spray heads
to minimize over-spray.

Unfortunately, from time to
time, a less than observant driver ca-
reens up over a curb and into me-
dian landscaping, and in doing so,
breaks a sprinkler head or pipe.
“We rely on residents letting us
know, so please call and report is-
sues promptly,” said Moran. He and
Travers will be delivering a report
to the Lafayette City Council in
early May about the city’s water re-
duction strategy.

Nelsy Rodriguez, public infor-
mation officer with EBMUD, con-
firmed the maximum two day per
week landscape limitation for mu-
nicipalities, including their sports
fields. The utility does offer lawn
conversion help for homeowners of
up to $2,500 to remove a lawn and
replace it with native, drought resist-
ant plantings. However, that pro-
gram does not extend to artificial
turf.

In addition to the city-owned
sports fields, schools will be facing
the same dilemma, a maximum of
two days per week watering. Fields
throughout Lamorinda will all be af-
fected.

See something, say something.
To report a leak on city-owned
property in Lafayette, call the Public
Works Department at (925) 934-
3908.
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45 Merrill Circle N, Moraga

Exquisite property, 4542 sqft, 4 Br,
3.5 Ba, & office on a .92 acre
private lot. Gorgeous grounds and large spa.

$2,599,000 www.45MerrillCir.com

255 Tharp Drive, Moraga

F‘ Perfect for downsizing! Single level,
1956 sqft, 4 Br, 2Ba with a nice level
yard and pool. Great kitchen for entertaining.

$1,095,000 www.255TharpDr.com
Sanders
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37 Parkway Court, Orinda

15 Brandt Drive, Moraga
Spacious 4075 sqft 4Br, 3 Ba,

F‘
office and large bonus room in

Sanders Ranch. Pool, spa and koi pond.
www.37ParkwayCt.com $1,895,000
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ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP
925 254-3030 www.Orinda.com

Gorgeous gated estate adjoining
Lafayette Reservoir. Custom built in
2010 with highest finishes.

$3,750,000

www.15BrandtDr.com
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TOWN HALL MEETING FoR ALL LAFAYETTE RESIDENTS

APRIL 23" - Tpm
Lafayette Library and Learning Center

GOME AND BE HEARD
Q&A with Mayor Andersson and State Rep Baker

SPONSORED BY LAFAYETTE HOMEOWNERS COUNCIL

An extensive Q&A follows remarks by our Mayor and State Rep.
Issues include downtown traffic congestion, maintain our [almost lost]
semi-rural atmosphere, use of tax dollars for good schools, new sports
fields for our kids, local v. regional planning and more. Nothing is off
limits! If you can only go to one meeting this year, this is it!
A night to share, to learn and to be heard.

Why do you live in Lafayette? Come and be heard!

McDonnell <V Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Trees « Shrubs « Vines « Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily






